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Worldview & Truth 
Very few questions are as important as “What is 

Truth?” for it is from this question, and ultimately 

the answer, we derive our worldview. Make no 

mistake, everyone has a worldview and those 

worldviews matter. Why? Because ideas, and 

therefore worldviews, have consequences.  

 

So what is a worldview, and why does it matter? 

 

Worldview 
 

A worldview is how one views or interprets reality. 

The German word is Weltanschauung, meaning a 

“world and life view,” or “a paradigm.” It is the 

framework through which or by which one makes 

sense of the data of life. A worldview makes a 

world of difference in one’s view of God, origins, 

evil, human nature, values, and destiny. 

 

Simply put, a worldview is merely the way you 

view the world. Think of a worldview as a pair of 

glasses. Everything you see is filtered through these 

lenses. If your prescription is off or if your lenses 

are dirty then your view of the world becomes 

distorted.  

 

Although there are many worldviews, logically 

only one worldview can be true as they contradict 

one another (The Law of Non-Contradiction). 

There are seven main worldview, but today we will 

only look at the three most popular  

 

 Theist - Someone who believes in a 

personal God who created the universe but 

is not part of the universe. 

 Pantheist - Someone who believes in an 

impersonal God that literally is the universe. 

 Atheist - Someone who does not believe in 

any type of God. (Agnostic – a subcategory 

of atheism, is someone who is unsure about 

the question of God) 
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What is Truth? 
 

Let’s talk about Truth. What is Truth? Pilate himself 

asked this very question when confronted by Jesus.  

Apologist Norman Geisler answers this question in 

12 Points That Show Christianity Is True (Teacher’s 

Guide): 

 

Truth is telling it like it is. It is when a 

statement corresponds to the facts or 

matches its object. Truth is when a 

statement corresponds to reality. For 

example, a “table” is a real table. False 

does not tell it like it is or corresponds to 

reality. One can say, “I don’t accept this 

understanding of truth” but 

to deny this understanding you have to 

use this understanding. Hence, one can 

deny it only in theory but then must use 

it in practice. Such an approach is self–

defeating. It is like saying: “I cannot 

speak a word in English.”   

 

As Norman Geisler and Frank Turek point out in 

their book I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an 

Atheist, there are several Truths about Truth that we 

must understand to fully understand Truth: 

 

 Truth is discovered, not invented.  

 Truth is transcultural; if something is true, it 

is true for all people, in all places, at all times  

 Truth is unchanging even though our beliefs 

about truth change.  

 Beliefs cannot change a fact, no matter how 

sincerely they are held.  

 Truth is not affected by the attitude of the 

one professing it.  

 All truths are absolute truths. Even truths that 

appear to be relative are really absolute.  

 

Can you make a statement that is absolutely true? 
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Defining the Terms 

TRŪTH, n. [Sax treowth, truth, and troth; G. 

treue; D. getrouwheid, fidelity, from trouw, 

trust, faith, fidelity, whence trouwen, to marry.] 

1. Conformity to fact or reality; exact accordance 

with that which is, or has been, or shall be. The 

truth of history constitutes its whole value. We 

rely on the truth of the scriptural prophecies. 
My mouth shall speak truth. Prov. 8. 
Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is 

truth. John 17. 
2. True state of facts or things.  

 
1 Webster, N. (1828) 
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The Truth about Belief 
We believe things. In fact, we believe a great 

number of things. After all we believe the earth is 

round. We believe that fire is hot. We believe we 

exist. The question becomes why we believe these 

claims. You see, when we make a statement or when 

we choose to believe something, we are making a 

claim to Truth.   

So why do we believe things? This question is an 

inquiry the late James Sire brought up in his book 

titled, Why Should Anyone Believe Anything at All? 

In it, he tackles the idea of why someone would 

believe any particular thing. He lines out four 

“reasons” people choose to believe anything. He 

then asks the question of which one of these 

“Reasons” are actual good. The four categories: 

sociological, psychological, religious, and 

philosophical provide a window into the reasoning 

process people often go through. Notice the diagram 

below. 

 

Which of these “reasons” are truly a “good” reason 

to believe? Why?  

In the his conclusion James Sire points out that 

Philosophical reasons are ultimately the only “good 

reasons” that stand up in the end. For it is only 

philosophical reasons hold the weight of proof as 

they are based on logic and evidence rather than 

consensus, tradition, or emotion.  

The fact is when we believe something we should 

prepare reasons for those beliefs for attacks to our 

belief will come. The question is are you ready? 

You see, when our beliefs are set upon a foundation 

of Truth then any opponents to our beliefs must 

attack Truth. When someone attacks Truth they must 

ultimately use the very Truth they are claiming is 

invalid. They are standing on the same limb they are 

cutting off the Tree. Let us explore a few examples 

of attacks on Truth.  
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Is Truth knowable? 
Can we know Truth? This question has been asked 

many times and in many ways. This line of 

questioning doubts that we can even know Truth at 

all. This style of reasoning can give into Skepticism 

or even Agnosticism. David Hume (Philosopher 

1711–1776) was a proponent of skepticism. Hume’s 

skepticism says we cannot really know the causes of 

things nor really rely on our senses. Hume argued 

that there are many events we do not perceive with 

our senses, and that we make assumptions about the 

events we do see, namely, that just because one 

thing follows another, the first must therefore be the 

cause of the second. Due to this critique of causality 

and the basic reliability of sense perception, many 

have used this view to conclude that God too has 

been created to fill in a gap in the knowledge of 

causality. Law of Causality: Every Effect has a 

Cause (notice it is not everything has a cause) 

[Effect & Cause] 

In the final analysis, Hume’s skepticism fails. After 

all, Hume is not skeptical about one thing…his 

skepticism. If not tempered skepticism can begin to 

question everything, including the very existence of 

Truth. This does not mean one cannot have a healthy 

skepticism. After all a healthy skepticism can be a 

useful tool. It helps us determine the what and why 

of our beliefs but taken too far, skepticism can be 

foolish and disastrous.  

The Truth is Knowable 
This attack on our ability to know Truth is the most 

evident when people assert things such as “You can’t 

really know anything!” or “No one knows the 

Truth.” This begs the question, is that claim true? 

Some have even absolutely asserted that Truth is not 

absolute. This again is refuted by asking, is that 

absolutely true? These statements are known as self-

refuting statements. This means the very claim being 

made attacks the statement’s own objective. 

Moreover these type of statements are affirming at 

least one Truth…That the speaker does not know 

any Truth or that the speaker cannot “know” any 

Truth. Once again, these statements are self-refuting. 

One of the biggest proponents of this school of 

thought was Immanuel Kant (1724–1804). Kant in 

an attempt to find a middle ground between the two 

dominant European schools of thought (rationalism 

and empiricism) eventually landed on agnosticism. 

Kant said we must remain agnostic about ultimate 

reality.   
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However, Kant’s claim ultimately fails as well, as he 

was not agnostic about his agnosticism. Let me 

explain. Kant claimed to know that he himself could 

not know reality itself. As I am sure, you can now 

see this claim that he knows he cannot know reality 

is itself a claim to know at least something about 

reality. Can you deny knowing reality without 

knowing it? 

The fact is Truth is knowable. It is absolute. There is 

no way to deny this. This is not to say that all claims 

are true or absolute just that some are. The problem 

many atheists run into is that when you agree that 

there is actual Truth then it inevitably leads to an 

absolute truth. When you get to absolute Truth it 

leads to an absolute being eventually. This in turn 

leads to the question of why there is such a thing as 

an “absolute” at all much less Truth.  

Is the Truth Relative? 
Some philosophers and people in general have actual 

began to claim Truth is actual relative. This 

particular attack is called Relativism. You may have 

heard this concept displayed in questions like  

 “Well that’s true for you but not for me.” 

 “There are no absolutes.”  

 “No one can know anything for sure.”  

 “We are all perceiving different aspects of 

the same reality” 

Relativism is perhaps the easiest of all positions 

to refute.  When someone states that all truth is 

relative or that there are no absolute truths, then 

it is a simple matter of demonstrating the illogic 

of their position. 
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Agnosticism: 

Comes from two Greek words (a, “no”; gnosis, “knowledge”). It literally means “no-knowledge,” Thus, an 

agnostic is someone who claims not to know. As applied to knowledge of God, there are two basic kinds of 

agnostics, those who claim that the existence and nature of God are not known, and those who hold God to be 

unknowable.  

 

Skepticism: 

n. [Fr. scepticisme.]Universal doubt; the scheme of philosophy, which denies the certainty of any knowledge 

respecting the phenomena of nature. 

2. In theology, a doubting of the truth of revelation, or a denial of the divine origin of the Christian religion, 

or of the being, perfections or truth of God. 
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Logic: The Foundation 

Logic studies the methods that we use to analyze 

information and draw valid conclusions. As Norman 

Geisler and Ronald Brooks put it, “Logic really means 

putting your thoughts in order.” Or to be more specific 

“Logic is a way to think so that we can come to correct 

conclusions by understanding implications and the 

mistakes people often make in thinking.” 

The study of logic incorporates a number of elements. 

At the most basic level, logic examines propositions, 

arguments, premises, and conclusions. The focus is the 

use of right thinking to come to correct conclusions. 

Logic incorporates the study of proper thinking as well 

as mistakes in thinking (fallacies). Through processes 

of deduction and induction, inferences are made with 

the aim of coming to correct conclusions. 

In addition, logic also deals with our use of language. 

The logical thinker is very concerned about precision 

and clarity in communication. He is concerned with the 

proper structure of arguments and the correct flow of 

thought. The student of logic seeks to be careful, 

methodical, and systematic. 

Logic is built upon four undeniable laws:  

1. The Law of Identity 

A=A or to put it another way, If any statement ‘x’ is 

true, then ‘x’ is true. Example: An apple is an apple. 

2. The Law of Non-Contradiction 

A is not non-A. 

Example: It cannot be both raining and not-raining at 

my home right now. Or my cat cannot be a cat and not-

cat at the same time and in the same way or 

relationship 

3. The Law of Excluded Middle 

Either A or not-A. Either statement ‘x’ is true, or it’s 

opposite is true.  

4. The Law of Rational Inference. 

A=B & B=C, Therefore A=C 

Example:  

All men are mortal 

Socrates is a man 

Therefore Socrates is mortal 
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Logic: The Road to Reason 

Proposition: A proposition is something that may be 

asserted or denied. Propositions can be true or false; 

hence, they have a truth-value. In other words, a 

proposition is a true or false statement that says 

something about reality. Other statements, such as 

commands, questions, or exclamations are not true or 

false – they are not propositions. 

Argument: is “any group of propositions of which one 

is claimed to follow from the others, which are 

regarded as providing support or grounds for the truth 

of that one.” When you have a number of propositions 

that lead to a conclusion, you have an argument. 

Conclusion: is the statement that follows from the 

supporting propositions 

Premises: First propositions that infer or follows as a 

conclusion. 

Arguments come in two kinds—they are either 

deductive or inductive. These are important terms to 

differentiate. When an argument is deductive, it means 

that the conclusion follows from the premises 

necessarily and conclusively.  

When a deductive argument is valid, it means that if the 

premises are true, the conclusion must be true. An 

inductive argument, on the other hand, is not a 

conclusive argument. When an argument is inductive, it 

simply means that that the conclusion may be true to a 

certain degree of probability. 

One way to look at this is as follows: in a deductive 

argument, no amount of additional information can 

change the conclusion of the argument. In an inductive 

argument, the conclusion may change when new 

information is discovered. Deductive arguments are 

certain, whereas inductive arguments are probable to 

some degree. 

When an argument is structured correctly, it is called a 

valid argument. When an argument is not correctly 

structured, it is called invalid. An argument cannot be 

true or false, only valid or invalid. Truth or falsity only 

applies to statements or propositions. The conclusion of 

an argument can be true or false (because the 

conclusion is a statement), but the argument is only 

either valid or invalid. 

Finally, when an argument is valid, and all of its 

premises are true, it is called a sound argument. This is 

the kind of argument the good thinker is looking for. 
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Appeal to Authority - These fallacies occur when someone accepts a truth on blind faith just because someone 

they admire said it. 

 Katherine loves Tom Cruise. One day, she meets Tom Cruise and he tells her unicorns live in New York 

City. Without searching to find out if fairy tales have sprung to life in the midtown Manhattan, she 

believes it to be true. 

 Princess Kate wears Alexander McQueen. Are you trying to say you have better fashion sense than a 

royal princess? 

 

Appeal to Ignorance - These fallacies occur when someone asserts a claim that must be accepted because no 

one else can prove otherwise. 

 People have been praying to God for years. No one can prove He doesn't exist. Therefore, He exists. 

 Since the students have no questions concerning the topics discussed in class, the students are ready for 

a test. 

 

Appeal to Pity - These fallacies occur when someone seeks to gain acceptance by pointing out an unfortunate 

consequence that befalls them. 

 I know we don't love each other. But, if we don't get married it will crush my mother. You know she has 

a weak heart. Do you really want to do that to her? 

 If we don't adopt that puppy today, they might put him down. Do you want to be responsible for that? 

 

Begging the Question - Also called Circular Reasoning. This type of fallacy occurs when the conclusion of an 

argument is assumed in the phrasing of the question itself. 

 If aliens didn't steal my newspaper, who did? 

 I have a right to free speech so I can say what I want and you shouldn't try to stop me. 

False Dilemma - These fallacies occur when someone is only given two choices for possible alternatives when 

more than two exist. 

 In Latin America, only two countries offer travel and tourism options: Mexico and Guatemala. 

 Katie is one of 16,400 students on her college campus. The only boys worth dating are Dave and Steve. 

 

 

When Logic Fails: Fallacies 

A fallacy is simply an error in thinking and is a general term used to refer to anything that can possibly go wrong 

in a logical argument. It is important to know fallacies because even though they might be psychologically 

persuasive, they are not logically correct. Fallacies can (and often do!) cause people to accept conclusions for 

inadequate reasons. When we know fallacies, we can identify why an argument is faulty. Keep in mind knowing 

fallacies is not only a help in refuting error but it can protects us from criticism. Understanding and identifying 

fallacies gives us the ability to develop clearer expression of our thoughts while avoiding logical pitfalls. 

There are two primary categories of fallacies: Formal and Informal.  

Formal fallacies: These are Fallacies that have to do with the logical structure of an argument. If the logical 

structure is incorrect, then the argument has committed a fallacy.  

Informal fallacies These are Fallacies have to do with errors of thinking that happen apart from the structure of 

an argument. These could include such things as appeals to emotions, personal character attacks, and ambiguous 

language. 

When it comes to informal logic, the tendency for the beginner is to gravitate immediately to the fallacies. 

Immediate benefit can be gained by understanding where thinking may have gone wrong. However, we must be 

careful not to label every apparent fallacy. This is not only in many cases impolite, it is not very productive. 

Recognizing fallacies is only the first step. We must also bring proper thinking and clarity to an issue; this can be 

the real difficulty. Here are some common examples of fallacies: 
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Slippery Slope - These fallacies occur when someone assumes a very small action will lead to extreme 

outcomes. 

 If we allow our 14 year-old to have her first date tonight, what's next? A wedding, kids? 

 If we teach Tommy how to drive the car, he'll want to learn how to fly helicopters next! 

 

Red Herring - These fallacies occur when someone uses irrelevant information to distract from the argument. 

 How is talking about vaccinations going to help us find a cure for cancer? 

 There are starving children in Africa. Eat your carrots. 

 

Straw Man Fallacy - These fallacies occur when someone appears to be refuting the original point made, but is 

actually arguing a point that wasn't initially made. 

 President Trump doesn't have middle class Americans in mind. He's part of the upper echelon of 

America. 

 "We should be doing more to make cars greener and more fuel efficient." "Our cities are built for cars, 

do you want to effect the economy?" 

 

Sweeping Generalizations - These fallacies occur when a very broad application is applied to a single premise. 

 Dogs are good pets. Coyotes are dogs. Therefore, coyotes are good pets. 

 Divorce is rampant in America. We only stand a 50 percent chance of survival. Therefore, we can't get 

married. 

 

Ad Hominem (Attacking the Person) - These fallacies occur when an acceptance or rejection of a concept is 

rejected based on its source, not its merit. 

 That face cream can't be good. Kim Kardashian is selling it. 

 Don't listen to Dave's argument on gun control. He's not the brightest bulb in the chandelier. 

 

Band Wagon - These fallacies occur when a proposition is claimed to be true or good solely because many 

people believe it to be so. 

 Everyone on campus is wearing Air Jordans. I need to buy those sneakers. 

 All my friends are doing a low carb diet. That must be the only way to lose weight. 

 

Cum Hoc, Ergo Propter Hoc - These fallacies occur when it is assumed that, because two things occur 

together, they must be related. 

 People who eat oatmeal have healthy hearts.  

 Roosters crow before sunrise. Therefore, roosters cause the sun to rise. 

 
https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/ 

https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/

